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ABSTRACT

This brief report presents and discusses statistics
on the smarital and family characteristics of vorkers in 1973 [e.g.,
nearly 40 million married men and 20 million married women vere among
the 88 million person labor force, and of the 1.7 million increase in
+he labor force, three-quarters consisted of married vomen (34
percent), single men (24 percent), and single women (15 perceat) ).
Family statistics are reviewed, and tables shovw employment status of
persons 16 years old and over by marital status, sex, and race; laborx
force participaticn roles of parried vomen (husband present) by
presence and age of children; and eamploysent status of family head
and other family members by race. (NH)
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AMarital and Family Characteristics of Workers,
March 1973

For every two married men in the labor force in March 1973, one
married woman was also working or looking for work, Nearly 40 mil-
lion married men and 20 million married women were among the 88
million persons in the labor force. There were almost as many workers
who had never married--19 million--as married women, and 10 million
were widowed, divorced, or separated persons,

Of the 1.7 million increase in the labor force in the year ending in
March 1973, three-quarters consisted of married women (34 percent),
single men (24 percent) and single women (15 percent). While popula-
tion growth contributed to this increase, a large part of the gain result-
ed from the strong pick-up in economic activity and demand for workers.
Employment increased in most "narital categories, cutting back the num-

ber unemployed and absorbing the labor force growth, (See table 1.)
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Married men made no significant contribution to the year's labor
force growth, even though their population rose by a half million, Their
labor force participation rate continued its long-term gradual decline,
slipf ing to 84,8 percent. As in past years, this decline was concentra-
ted among husbards 45 years old and over, a groﬁp that includes those
who are reaching retirement age and that has a greatér in;:idence of
disabling health problems than younger men. Labor force rates for
Negro husbands declined as well, especially in the older age groups.

The labor force participation rate for all single men rose for the
second year in a row, reaching 66.1 percent in March 1973, The in-
crease was 2 reflection of the year's improvement in economic condi-
tions; emplcyment gains cut their anemployment rate to 10,9 percent,
the lowest level in 3 years, and attracted a greater proportion of single
men into the labor force.

The labor force participation rate of married women, husband
present, continued on its long-term upward path, reaching 42.2 percent
in March 1973. Virtually all of this rise stemmed from increases in the
number of women under age 35 in the labor force, including both those
who had no children and those who were mothers of preschool age chil -

dren. The rate for wives 45 to 64 years old declined somewhat after

remaining at a plateau of 44 percent since March 1970.
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Despite the fact that the presence of young children in the family
exercises strong inhibitory effects on the mother's labor force partici-
pation, the labor force rate of wives with children under 6 years old
continued to increase, rising sharply over the year to 33 percent. (See
table 2.) The increase in the rate for wives with children under 3 was
matched only once before in the past 12 years.

Families

In line with the rising labor force participation of married women,
the number of husband-wife families with more than one worker con-
tinued to grow over the year. In March 1973, there were about 22 mil-
lion husband-wife families that had other family members in addition to
the husband in the labor force. This number represented abont 56 per-
cent of all husband-wife families in which the head was in the labor
force. (See table 3.)

As in earlier years,  the proportion of families with more than one
worker was greater among Negroes (65 percent) than among whites
(55 percent) due in part to the lower income of Negro husbands relative
to white husbands. Among both white and Negro families, wives rather
than other family members were much more likely to be the additional

family workers.
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The number of female family heads increased by more than
400, 000 over the year to 6.6 million. Their labor force participatior
rate, at 53.2 percent, remained unchanged. Women who are heads of
families are more likely than wives to be in the labor force but they
are not in the work force to the same extent as married men who are
family heads.

These findings are from the annual survey of marit.’ »d family
characteristics of workers in the population 16 years old ..d over.
The survey was conducted in March 1973 for the Bureau .i Labor
Statistics by the Bureau of the Census. Additional information on this

subject will be published in a forthcoming issue of the Monthly Labor

Review.



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

{Nuabarg in tacueands)

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Table 1. Kmploysent stetus of persons 16 years old and over, by aaritel status, sex, and race, March 1972 and 1973

' March 1972 Hprch 1973
Labor forge 1972 bor_for 23
Total 17 Unemployed | Total 17 Unemploved
Maritel slatus. sex. and vace Total Parcent Total Parcent

population | y o Percant of] Eaployed Wusber of populetion| yoone. |Percent of| Employed Nuaber of
populat toty 1abor population 1abor
force force

ALL PERSONS .

s 7Y RPN 64,272 53,669 78.6 49,402 31,076 .7 69,350 S&, 399 78.4 50,895 | 2,525 4.6
Married. wife present 46,400 19,654 85.5 7.1 1.326 3.3 46,939 39,782 84.8 37.822 1,110 2.8
Married, wife absent..-.. 1,614 1,307 27.6 1.170 125 9.6 1,733 1,370 79.1 1,256 87 6.6
1.83% 598 32,6 $70 22 6.5 1,924 60?7 3.5 586 20 3.3

1,781 1,617 79.6 1,283 122 8.6 1,963 1.538 78.4 1,425 103 6.7

16,573 10,693 64.5 9,068 1,676 13.8 16,791 11,102 66.1 9,808 1,205 10.9

WOBN: - co e cmos sonnaann . 35,506 32,919 43.6 30,795 2,14k 6.5 76,850 33,906 18] 31,925 1,979 5.8
Married. huebend present...... 46,400 19,249 41,5 18,217 1.032 5.4 46,939 19.821 2,2 18.908 913 4.6
Married, husband absent--«.. .. 2,8%0 1,500 52.8 1,328 172 11,5 2,902 1,522 52,4 1,367 15% 10.2
Widomwed . +v i iiae e 9.601 2,570 26.8 2,488 82 3.2 9,854 2,484 25.2 2,394 90 3.6
DEVOrCed s cmentencneiiseanss 3.055 2,141 70.1 2,022 121 5.6 3,276 2,338 7.4 2,216 122 5.2
Siagle- - soeeete tiieniann . 11,610 7.472 $4.9 6,740 737 9.9 13.879 7.23% 55.8 7,040 699 9.0

NEGRO AND OTHER RACES

L T R R 7,261 5,312 23,2 4,727 S04 9.5 7,582 5,533 23,0 5,026 23 1.6
Married., wite pregent ccccee.e 1,825 3,261 85.1 3,033 150 L. 8 1,827 3,237 84.6 1,032 128 &.0
Macrivd, wite sbsentes..oon... 508 167 72.2 3 56 15.3 572 @33 75.7 %01 22 5.1
Widowed--+- - - L.iiieeiiaa. 322 121 32.6 112 9 ) 353 131 37.1 123 8 6.1
DIVOTCRA- < - s cieenneeeicenann 2% 165 76.7 134 3l 18.8 280 205 73.2 191 13 6.3
Singl@s-eseccccnen P R 2.9 1.398 58.5 1,132 252 18,0 2.550 1,527 59.9 1.272 252 16.5
MOMENs s serovescistssasen 8,675 2,126 AR 3,209 467 1.2 9,066 4,422 48,8 3,978 [AX] 10.1
Married. hi aband present-...-- 3,841 1,991 51.9 1,830 161 8.1 1,877 2,091 5.0 1,952 161 6.7
Married. " isband absent...e... 1.05% 534 50,9 458 80 1.9 1.122 546 8.7 @17 69 12,6
Widowed----- - R R 1.222 @12 33.2 394 18 [ 1.292 169 28.6 356 13 1.5
Divorced.-ce v coantiietinas &9 15 65.8 299 16 5.1 516 366 70.9 337 29 7.9
Singles ce-veves conne Ceeeeaens 2,085 920 [N 728 192 20.9 2,259 1,053 46.6 856 197 18.7

.- 1 o

1/ The male labor force includes members of the Armed Forces, living off post or with their families on post.

Teble 2. Llabor forcs participstion retes 1/ of married women, husbend prtasent, by presence and age of

children. March 1960-1973

with chugun under 18 yaars
No Under 6 years

Vear All children 6 to 17 Jto s

wives undar Totel years Totel years, Under
18 yaare only none under| 3 yeare

3 vesre
30.5 3607 22,6 39.0 18.6 25.1 15.3
32.7 37.3 29.6 Ll1.? 20.0 25.% 12.0
32.2 36.1 30.3 Ll1.8 1. 27.2 18.2
33,7 37.4 3.2 &1.5 22.5 23.5 19.4
3%.4 32.8 32.0 %3.0 22.? 26.7 20.5
3.2 8.3 32,2 %2,7 23.3 29.2 20.93
35.4 38.4 33.2 3.7 26,2 29.1 21,2
36.8 8.9 35.3 &5.0 26,5 1.7 23.3
38.3 40.1 36.9 46.9 22.6 3.0 21.4
19.6 .0 38.6 48.6 28.5 3%.7 26,2
40.8 L2.2 39.7 &9.2 30.3 32.0 25.8
40.8 2.1 9.7 &9.4 29.6 36.1 25.7
e1.5 2.7 «0.5 50.2 10.1 36.1 26.9
L2.2 2.8 &1.? 50.1 32.2 8.3 29.4

1/ Labor force ae percent of populstion.
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Table 3. Empicywent status of tamily heed and othar family sambars, by recs, Merch 19711973

1972
Beploymant stetus and relstionship to heed 19 1972 ALl ‘ Negro and
familias \hite other
ceces
HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILLFS
Totel familiase (thousanda).-...ccc.-o L4,739 5,152 &6.314 42,585 3,729
Head tn lebor force: Number (thousands) 18,496 39.116 19,298 36,147 3,151
Pavcent--+---- 1008 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Wife or other mesber tn labor force.---.-... 3.5 54.6 55.7 $4.9 64.7
Wifa only---cesectenetititians 367 5.0 36.0 35.0 42.0
Wife and other member---«-ccc. . cciniattaaal s 9.2 9.9 9.8 9.8 10.8
Other member ONly:-ccecececcccticniinnnnnnes 9.6 9.6 9.9 10.1 5.0
Neither wife nor other member in labor forca 46.5 &5.4 .3 &5.1 35.3
Haud Employed 1/
Totel: Number (EhOUSANAR)«- - --iaottesintieiiianemaninaeaceanan 32,146 37,855 38,247 35.215 3,032
Parcent-sc-cco-- Ceescstiaes secssenn D R PR 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Wife or other mamber tn 1ebor fOrce---ec-cev-sececccncaee RPN §3.& 54.5 $5.7 54.9 64.5
W@ ORbyseocsenenreacncncnsan- 3.8 34.9 35.9 3.9 47.0
Wife and other member 9.1 9.9 9.9 9.4 10.6
Other meaber OAly:sse-cocmancaranaseassnsncenuee 9.8 9.7 9.9 10.2 6.9
Naither vite nor other mesbe: in labor force-......... B DR %6.6 &5.5 (Y | 45.1 35.5
Head Unenployed
Total. Numbar (thousanda).-cccecesrcccccconnccsanarnnnnss esssaeenee 1,350 1.261 1,051 932 119
POFCANR - e avoroosonsanniannaonasas 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Wits or other eesber in labor force--.-.------ccce 57.2 56.5 55.6 53.6 70.8
WIE@ ONIY-secve-sememnrosomaaesososonsessnsonnns a2 %0.6 40.6 9.6 .3
Wife end other meabar 10.5 7.5 7.8 74 13.3
Other member only.+ccceceeces sesssesieatsseaans 5.5 8.3 74 6.9 9.2
Neithar wifs nor other member in labor forge....cccecrcccccciccccnnnnenns «2.8 43.5 [ &6.4 29.2
FAMILIES W1TH FEMALE HEAD
Totel femiliea (thousandp) . ccveeceneees 595 6,184 6600 4,666 1.934
Head in labor force: Number (thousands 3,218 3,288 3,510 2.%7 93
] Y L | S R R R 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Other mesmber in labor force----...ecee [TRRNSNE 372.2 38.5 35.8 38.5 28.2
No other member in labor force--:------- 62.8 61.5 bu.2 61.5 n.s
Head Employed
Totel: MNmber (LhOUSANIE) -----cccrcrscssentiteictccriaiancascnnens 2,98¢ 3.062 3,274 2.438 836
Percent-----c-c-- ool 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Other member in iabor force-.----- R B L R 8.1 39.1 36.6 39.2 29.0
No other sember in labor force--..-.. T R R R R 61.9 60.9 63.4 60.8 7n.o
Head Unemployed
Totel. Nusber (thousande) - -ceecrermcosenrrecetoeruaannteannen 229 226 236 129 107
POLCANL s - ---s-ssascscasccancstiscsasssscsscans seeesesnaoan 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Othsr sember in labor force 25.8 31.0 2.8 26.9 22.2
No other wember in labor force--s--eseccoc-e eveeeans eseesatssessisiaseesan 4.2 69.0 75.2 3.4 77.8

1/ 1ncludes membera of the Arsed Forces living off post or with their famiiies on post.

NOTE: Figures for periode befors March 1972 are not

atrietly cosparable vith later date.

Date for 1972 and

1973 reflect the intenduction of 1970 Census daia into

the sstimst fon procedurea. For an exp
chenges due to the new Census data and
differences. ave "Revisiona in the Cur

tenation of the
en indicetion of
rent Populstion

Survey” in the February 1972 fseue of Employment and

Earnings.




